[Research progress of calcified cartilage zone].
To review the structure and function of the calcified cartilage zone and its role in the pathogenesis of osteoarthritis (OA). Recent literature about calcified zone was reviewed and analyzed in terms of architecture, composition, biomechanics, and biological function. Calcified zone has particular structure and material properties, and functions as a semipermeable membrane; chondrocytes in the calcified zone retain some characteristics of growth plate cells, which play a crucial role in cartilage function maintenance and pathogenesis of OA. Therefore, reconstruction of the calcified zone at osteochondral conjunction has become one of the hot research in the fields of interface tissue engineering. It is necessary to pay more attention to calcified cartilage zone, which is important for both the treatment of OA and the preparation of tissue engineered osteochondral composite.